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the State Government, as well as of those in the opposition and a large number of gentlemen who, like himself, altho' democrats, were immovably intent on upholding the tariff. Of the result of such a meeting, in a city then largely opposition, Mr. Knower and his associates considered themselves justly secure. A great number assembled at the City Hall, in answer to the call, and, after an excited effort to' act in concert, separated—those AV!IO really approved of the course that the Administration was pursuing retiring to the Capitol. At their respective places of meeting each portion adopted resolutions expressive of their opinions. Both condemned nullification without reserve; that division of the original assemblage which had repaired to the Capitol declaring also in favor of a further modi-fication of the tariff, in conformity with the recommendations of the President, whilst those who remained at the City Hall—by far the greater number of whom belonged to the opposition—protested in the strongest terms, against the proposed change.
Pending the preliminary movements for these meetings and shortly a fter they had been held I addressed the following letters to my con-Sciential friend Silas Wright, then representing our State in the Senate of the United States. I have elsewhere mentioned that after the publication of his letter to me in regard to Mr. San ford (which was surreptitiously obtained and given, to the newspapers by the opposition) he made it a rule to destroy the letters on public af-fairs in any degree confidential which he received—a determination I have much cause to regret and of which I was not informed until after his death. Upon a careful examination0 of the papers left by him these, and a few others of less consequence, were found. I had kept no copies and had no distinct recollection of their existence. They bear Mr. Wright's endorsement and are now inserted here, verbatim et literatim, as the best evidence of my views at the period nnd as candid contemporaneous explanations of the political n^7e-ments and measures of Avhich they speak.
TO SILAS WRIGHT, JR. MY DEAR SIB
I have really not time to write you, but will do so in a day or two. Our friends are deeply disturbed by tlie call which has been made for a. public meeting tomorrow and to which they have lent their names. Our friends have however determined to attend and say honestly and fearlessly what they think. The meeting will be very numerous and possibly quite animated. Be not apprehensive of doing what you, in the honest exercise of your excellent judgment, think for the good of the Country. The people desire-that justice shall be done and the public peace and harmony preserved and will support all honest men in the discharge of their public duties, of the sincerity and
° MS. v, p. 120.liroop.
